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Getting around Houston in truly unusual style

The annual Art Car Parade
has been attracting thousands
of people to Texas since 1988

JENNIFER ALLFORD
SPECIAL TO THE STAR

HOUSTON, TEXAS—As you drive into
Houston, passing under elaborate,
almost beautiful concrete trails that
whisk traffic off to some of the nearly
1000 kilometres of freeways in the
area, it is abundantly clear this is a
city that loves its cars.

But Houston has perfected more
than the art of the overpass. As the
highway widens and the traffic thick-
ens, if you pay close attention, you
may spot the Map of Space and Time
scoot by.

Rebecca Lowe’s 2009 FX Honda is
one of the beloved art cars driving
among the millions of vehicles on the
road in Houston.

“Of course you decorate your car,
otherwise you look like everyone
else,” Lowe explains as she points out
the word “faster;,” a tiny tank, a Hous-
ton ring road and other treasures in
among the swirls of colour on her car.

It took her four years to paint the
Map, her third art car in17 years, and
says she’s finished painting her baby
“for now.”

Most recently, Lowe painted the
dashboard so she could “see stuff on
the inside” and keep herself amused
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British artist Andy Hazell created his own art car by placing a giant spider on top of an old Lincoln Continental.

as she amuses other folks who wave
and shout “Art car!” when she drives
past.

Lowe is one of the about 30 “daily
drivers” who use their art car to get
around, and for one weekend every
May, she feels like a rock star driving
in Houston’s annual Art Car Parade,
the oldest, largest and most orga-
nized art car parade in U.S. and “the

most fun in the whole world, ever.”

‘What started with a couple of thou-
sand spectators watching 40 cars
drive by in1988 has grown to 315,000
spectators watching 250 entries
from all over North America, Mexico
and the UK. where Andy Hazell
lives.

‘When the British artist heard about
the parade a couple of years ago, he

had tobe apart of it.

“Instead of going on a Caribbean
cruise I come here and work in the
art-car cave,” he says as he creates a
giant spider atop an old Lincoln Con-
tinental, a design he sketched on the
plane on the way over and that won
first prize in the 2014 Art Car Parade.

He won first prize in 2013, too, with
the Heroicar, a superhero riding on

top of a car with thousands of LED
lights along the side.

When Hazell is safely back in the
UK. making public art and “putting
blobs in front of buildings,” his win-
ning art cars make appearances at
events around Houston all year long.
“There is no stopping me, I really like
doing it,” he says.

“It’s like a game show challenge —
you get two weeks and a bunch of
stuff and off you go.”

Instead of winning a car, you get to
drive one in the parade.

“Itbecomes contagious, you have to
be careful who your friends are or
you'll make an art car,” says Nicole
Strine, president of the Houston Art
Car Klub and creator of Shattered
Vanity, a 1997 Honda Accord
adorned with thousands of cut mir-
rors she assembled during five
months of evenings and weekends
“without sleeping or eating,”

She admits — somewhat sheepishly
— that these days, she parks her art
car during the week and takes a dif-
ferent one on her long commute so
as not to risk crashing her work of
art.

While Strine misses the attention
she used to get on her way to work,
she jokes that there are advantages
to looking like everyone else on
Houston’s roads:

“Now I can pick my nose.”
wheels@thestar.ca

NO-CHARGE WINTER TIRE PACKAGE

UP T0 A §1,400 EXTRA VALUE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF SELECT NEW VERICLES

INCLUDES:

/ TIRES
7 WHEELS

2014 OUTLANDER SE AWC

UPT0 §2,500 OFF FOR QUALIFIED RETAIL CUSTOMERS®

I1

OR

BEST VALUE V6 SUV*

~

SELECTOR (4WD ECO/AUTO/LOCK)
7-PASSENGER SEATING

3.0 L SOHC MIVEC V6 ENGINE, 227HP
/ 3,500 LB TOWING CAPACITY

NN

BUILT BETTER,

BACKED BETTER.

7 TPMS’
/ MOUNTING

MONTHS’

ALL-WHEEL CONTROL WITH DRIVE MODE

/ BALANCING
7 INSTALLATION

.

Insurance Institute for Highway

0

Safety Top Safety Pick.
Top Safety Pick Plus applies to
Outlander GT only.

Available on Outlander GT*

§5,000 IN EXTRA FEATURES FOR ONLY $800°

/ FRONT UNDERCOVER

/ 10-YEAR /160,000 KM POWERTRAIN
LIMITED WARRANTY**

/ HEATED FRONT SEATS
/ AUTOMATIC CLIMATE CONTROL
/ CRUISE CONTROL

/ CHROME GRILLE SURROUND

PURCHASE
FINANCING FOR

/ 18" ALLOY WHEELS
/ LARGE REAR SPOILER AND ROOF RAILS / REAR UNDERCOVER
/ CHROME EXHAUST FINISHER

TIRES NOT EXACTLY AS SHOWN.
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MONTHS’

2014 MIRAGE SE

WEEKLY PAYMENT

/ 64 MPG, 4.41/100 KM HIGHWAY DRIVING' /

7-AIRBAG SAFETY SYSTEM

POWER FRONT & REAR WINDOWS /

|4 RVR  emmeeEE

U
Insurance Institute for

Highway Safety

Available on RVR SE AWC,
Limited Edition and GT models*

Y YOKOHAMA

0.9% 84

PURCHASE MONTHS®
FINANCING FOR

BEST VALUE ON THE MARKET*

HEATED & FOLDING POWER

SIDE-VIEW MIRRORS

10-YEAR /160,000 KM POWERTRAIN
LIMITED WARRANTY**

/ HEATED FRONT SEATS
/ REAR WING SPOILER

USB AUDIO INPUT

.

.

PURCHASE
FINANCING FOR

/ 5-SPOKE ALLOY WHEELS
/ EXHAUST FINISHER

/ LEATHER-WRAPPED STEERING WHEEL

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

64 MPG |

4.4L/100 KM |

HIGHWAY DRIVING

INCLUDES $1,500
CONSUMER CASH
DISCOUNT*

/ CARGO COVER
/ REMOTEKEYLESS ENTRY

/ AUTOMATIC CLIMATE CONTROL

|4 LANCER Pmees=

Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety

Excludes Lancer Evolution,
Ralliart and Sportback

MONTHS’

§2,500 IN EXTRA FEATURES FOR ONLY $800°

/ POWER SUNROOF
/ REARSPOILER
/ FOGLAMPS

Offer(s) available on new 2014 models purchased through participating dealers to qualified retail customers who purchase a new vehicle by October 31, 2014. Dealers may sell/lease for less. Some conditions apply. Offers are subject to change without notice; see dealer for details. Pricing/total obligations/costs of
borrowing on a 2014 Mirage SE 5MT/2014 Outlander SE AWC/2014 Limited Edition RVR/2014 Limited Edition Lancer include up to $1,450 in freight, $250 in PDI, $100 in air tax (where applicable), $5 OMVIC fee and $30 in EHF. Taxes, insurance, registration, licensing and up to $599 in dealer/admin fees are excluded. a $1,500
consumer cash discount applicable on 2014 Mirage SE SMT vehicles purchased between October 1and October 31, 2014. Consumer cash discount will be deducted from the negotiated price before taxes and will take place at time of purchase. Some conditions apply.» Based on MSRPs and applicable incentives of Mirage

SE and competitive models plus included features such as Mitsubishi’s 10-year warranty and class-leading fuel economy. 1 Receive a set of Yokohama Winter tires at no extra charge with the purchase of any newj/unused 2014 or 2015 Lancers (excluding Lancer Ralliart and Lancer Evolution), RVRs, Outlanders or Mirages
(excluding Mirage ES SMT) model from October 1to October 31, 2014, Winter Tire Package includes four steel wheels, four winter tires, TPMS (not available for eligible 2014/2015 Mirages), mounting, balancing and installation. Up to a maximum $1,400 value based on retail cost of installed wheel and tire package. See
your dealer for details. Offers valid in Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Manitoba. 2 TPMS not available for eligible 2014/2015 Mirages. ° $5,000/$2,500 in no-charge extra features applies to 2014 RVR Limited Edition/2014 Limited Edition Lancer vehicle purchased between October 1and
October 31, 2014. Availability based on dealer inventory. See your dealer for details. A Up to $2,500 off purchase price is composed of $2,000 consumer cash discount and $500 loyalty rebate. $500 loyalty rebate available on the purchase of any new 2014 Outlander to current Mitsubishi owners and eligible others, and
delivered between October and October 31, 2014. Amounts will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. $2,000 consumer cash discount applicable on 2014 Outlander SE/GT models purchased between October 1and October 31, 2014. The $2.(

will be deducted f

rice Y
before taxes and will take place at time of purchase. Other conditions apply. See dealer for details. * Based on MSRPs and applicable incentives of Outlander SE AWC and competitive models plus included features such as Mitsubishi's 10-year warranty, 3,500 Ib towing capacity, V6 engine and 7-passenger seating. § AWC E A R

standard on RVR SEAWC, Limited Edition and GT/Lancer SE AWC and GT. S-AWC standard on Outlander GT. ¢)0.9%/0%/0%/0% purchase financing available through Scotiabank for 84/72/72/72 months on new 2014 Mirage SE/ 2014 Outlander SEAWC/2014 Limited Edition RVR/2014 Limited Edition Lancer (terms vary by model);

see dealer for details. Representative example: 2014 Mirage SE/2014 Outlander SE AWC/2014 Limited Edition RVR/2014 Limited Edition Lancer all-i price of $15,483/$30,833/$28,333/$22,933 financed at 0.9%/0%/0%/0% for 84/72/72/72 months

** Whichever comes first. Regular maintenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-motors.ca for warranty terms, restrictions and details. Not all customers will qualify.

MITSUBISHI-MOTORS.CA / FIND A DEALER: MITSUBISHIDEALE

equals 364/156/156/156 weekly/bi-weekly/bi-weekly/bi-weekly payments of $44/$198/$182/$147 and down payment of $0/$0/$0/$0 for total obligation of $15,977/$30,833/$26,333/$22,933 and cost of borrowing of $494/$0/$0/$0. " Mitsubishi
First Auto Program applies to Lancer, Sportback, RVR, and Mirage (excluding ES SMT model) vehicles and is applicable to all approved Scotiabank first-time automotive finance purchasers and must be combined with Scotiabank Subvented
Finance Rates. Rebate amount will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Some conditions apply. Please see dealer for details. 1 Estimated highway and city ratings for non-hybrid sub-compacts based on Natural Resources Canada
test requirements and 2014 EnerGuide: Mirage highway as low as 4.4 /100 km (64 mpg) and as low as 5.3 L/100 km (53 mpg) in the city for CVI-equipped models. Actual fuel efficiency wil vary with options, driving and vehicle conditions.
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MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

AUTO PROGRAM®

MITSUBISHI FIRST

160,000 KM

POWERTRAIN
LTD WARRANTY*




